
Explorers
(Informal)

Emerging intentional 
communication

Focus on cause and effect

Additional sensory processing 
difficulties

Primary communication is 
through behaviour.

Reactive and responsive

Beginning to understand 
simple one key word 

instructions.

Adventurers
(Semi-formal) 

Emerging intentional 
communication

Communication mainly focused 
on wants and needs.

Emerging social awareness

Developing joint attention

Early problem solving

Developing ability to follow 
instructions with more than one 

key word.

Navigators
(Semi-formal Challenge) 

Intentional communication

Communication is more 

purposeful and not just focused 

on wants and needs.

Sustained shared attention

Emerging problem solving

skills

Emerging social skills

Developing independence in 

learning.

Clockhouse Pathways 

Curriculum



Explorer 
Curriculum 
(Informal)

Support with self-
care needs.

A total 
communication 
approach which 
includes objects 
of reference and 

other AAC 
systems.

An environment 
that promotes 

autonomy 
through the use 
of personalised 
communication 

tools.

Sensory based 
activities which 

meet the sensory 
needs of each 

child with 
guidance from 
Occupational 

Therapy.

A multi-
disciplinary 

approach working 
regularly with 
SaLT. OT and 

EP.

Clearly structured 
day with time to 

work on 
personalised 
targets and to 

explore 
continuous 
provision.

Constant access 
to provision to 
support self-
regulation.



Adventurer 
Curriculum 
(Semi-formal)

Support to 
manage self-care, 
self-help and life-

skills with 
increasing 

independence.
Integration into 

the wider school 
community will 
seek social and 

emotional 
benefits.

Learning is 
experiential and 

children have 
opportunities to 
generalise their 
learning through 

repetition.

Children are 
supported to use 

personalised 
communication 
tools to manage 
transitions and 
independence.

Learning 
incorporates 

opportunities for 
communication 

and social 
interaction 

alongside the 
specialised 
curriculum. 

A multi-
disciplinary 

approach working 
regularly with 
SaLT. OT and 

EP.

Clearly structured 
day with time to 

work on 
personalised 
targets and 

activities linked to 
their curriculum.

Constant access 
to provision to 
support self-
regulation.



Navigator 
Curriculum 
(Semi-formal 
challenge)

Support to 
manage self-care, 
self-help and life-

skills with 
increasing 

independence.

Integration into 
the wider school 
community will 
seek social and 

emotional benefits 
as well as 
academic.

Access to subject 
specific maths 

and literacy 
sessions based 

on individual 
starting points.

Children are 
supported to use 

personalised 
communication 

tools to 
communicate their 

thoughts and 
ideas.

Learning 
incorporates 

opportunities to 
work on 

personalised 
targets and social 

interaction 
alongside the 
specialised 
curriculum. 

A multi-
disciplinary 

approach working 
regularly with 
SaLT. OT and 

EP.

Structured routine 
with times for 

children to explore, 
access small 

group sessions 
and develop 
behaviour for 

learning.

Access to 
provision to 
support self-

regulation with 
increasing 

independence. 
Sensory circuits 

to promote 
behaviour for 

learning.
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